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The baseboard kits that I ordered from Grainge and Hodder arrived 32 days after they were 
ordered and paid for, not bad considering that I had requested non-standard (500x1200) 
measurements. Securely packed and carried by DHL, who accommodated a change of date, it 
was a bit like a second Christmas as I unwrapped and checked the inventory. After a dry run 
with a number of parts it was clear that the cutting accurate; I’ll let you know how things turn 
out – will my construction skills match the product?

Bachmann have recently announced an HO version of the latest version of the Siemens SC4 
Charger, just as they are being rolled out on Amtrak. And, if you missed the advert in the 
March/April Roundhouse we can expect a GP30B from ScaleTrains in the near future, now 
that’ll be something in a freight “lash-up” – can’t wait.

https://bearwoodamrg.wordpress.com/
https://www.nmrabr.org.uk/
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Later in this issue Tom has kindly provided us 
with a roundup of the recent Epsom Freemo 
meeting, looking at the photos it must have 
been a truly splendid event. Which, takes me 
seamlessly to a mention of the North 
Worcestershire Freemo event; running on 
11th/12th June at Hagley, Stourbridge - more 
details to follow.

Finally, as a result of Epsom (Freemo not 
Salts!) attendance at the March Bearwood 
meeting was very sparsely attended, hopefully 
with better weather the next couple will back to 
pre-Covid normal and then the holiday season 
will be upon us.

Contemplation Junction – has Dr Beeching 
been seen nearby?

Ed
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Chairman’s Musings

Tom has asked colleagues if they want Freemo in April, hopefully they will, which should 
boost attendance as a result. 

The Epsom Freemo pictures have been made available to our group. Thanks to Bob for 
accessing them for our enjoyment. The new boards for our Continuous layout are nearing 
completion. John Levesley and Bob Skinner have completed buildings for the depot and 
industrial area, last time he attended Gordon did a lot or work on the new end yard. The 
opencast mine is now advanced and needs coupling in between the end boards. I hope that 
volunteers will be available from May to complete the wiring of the boards 

A major feat last month mainly by Brian allowed us to get all the boards we are keeping into 
one box, making access easier to our new layout. 

A concluding note remember we have been moved in June to the third Saturday in order to 
accommodate a Jubilee street party on the second Saturday, so for June only our meet will held 
on 18th June. 

So, I hope to see a good turnout on the 9th April. 

Roger  
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Bearwood HO Group Annual General Meeting 
(Commences 9th April 2022, Bearwood Community Centre @ 12.30pm)

1) Chairman' Annual Report
2) Treasurer's Report
3) Questions on the reports
4) Election of Officers

NB, we have previously adopted the system of self-nomination, which can save a lot of time 
and hassle.

Election of Chairman (I am prepared to continue should the group wish it)
Election of Treasurer (Ivan Markes has sadly retired owing to health and domestic 
circumstances, we give him our best wishes for the future, and hope he can visit when he is 
able) In the circumstances I, in coordination with Ivan, appointed Geoff Tiller in his place. This 
was agreed by the Executive Committee, but Geoff's taking over of the duties was delayed by 
Covid preventing his undergoing a procedure. He is now fully fit, and prepared for one year in 
the post in the first instance.
Election of Secretary: Bob Scott is the retiring member.
Newsletter team Bob Skinner and Gerald Page. (Bob initially stood for one year, and has kindly 
stayed in place for the time being.) Bob also acts as meeting notetaker.

Any apologies to Roger by 7th April please.
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Freemo South 2022 (Epsom)

Well, we are back in the groove! We have had another big Freemo meeting at last, after a 
couple of year of Freemo famine caused by Covid. It was held at Epsom over the weekend of 
12/13 March.

Initially Dan Spalding organised the admin side of things and Geoff Tiller was responsible for 
the railroad/technical aspects. During the autumn I pitched in and helped Geoff to develop the 
track plan. Geoff also came up with the idea of using a card system to control car movements 
rather than the more traditional JMRI switch lists, and we worked on how this might be 
organised. The reason for adopting cards is that we wanted to guard against people dropping 
out, possibly at the last minute. Given the Covid situation, this was a distinct possibility, and a 
card system would be much more adaptable than JMRI. The details of the card system were 
based on the one we tried at Bearwood a few years ago, modified for a more complex layout.

When Geoff found he needed to go into hospital, I continued our work on the railroad/technical 
aspects. Several people who were planning to attend Epsom jumped in to help. Alan Crooks, 
who was already involved and had experience of card systems was a huge help. After lots of 
“what ifs” between the pair of us we came up with a card system that we thought would work – 
fingers crossed. Paul Steedman and Ian Pidgley had knowledge of dispatching and helped with 
this, both ahead of the event and on the weekend. Other people had already been “signed up” to 
help, such as Neil Rogers with the DCC, so those were areas we didn’t need to worry about.
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Onward to the event! One of the pleasures of these events is meeting up with old friends and 
making new ones. About half the 30 or so the attendees were staying at the same local Premier 
Inn so there was a big communal meal in the restaurant there on the Friday night, with lots of 
catching up to do.

On the big day we had an untested card system and a room full of thirty bright-eyed model 
railroaders champing at the bit for a weekend’s intensive train running. Gulp! Fortunately, the 
card system and the track plan worked more or less as planned, which was a big relief. The good 
news was that Geoff was feeling well enough to attend and it was great to see him there, having 
been given a lift by Paul Steedman.

At 08:00 we started to assemble the layout (with the traditional mid-morning break for bacon 
butties, of course). By lunch time the layout was assembled, the DCC system was working and 
the card system was all set up and ready to go. We had a really good lunch at the hall, provided 
by Dan Spalding and our own Yvonne Rogers and, immediately after lunch, we started 
operation.

This continued until 18:00. We all met up for another communal meal that evening and were 
back running the layout again at 08:30 on the Sunday morning. Operation continued until 15:30, 
when tear-down started, and by 16:30 the hall was empty.  
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Over the weekend several other people did lots of “public service” work that made the whole 
event enjoyable for everybody. The card system was managed by Alan Crooks for the whole 
time. Keith Webb operated the yard for the whole two days, assisted by Mike Arnold.  Neil 
Rogers set up and supported the DCC system, including sorting out a booster problem on 
Sunday morning and, finally, Paul Steedman and Ian Pidgley handled the dispatcher role over 
the two days.

So, another great Freemo weekend. From the feedback, the participants really enjoyed it, which 
makes all the preparation work worthwhile. All that is left now it to enjoy the memories of the 
weekend and to look forward to the next one - in the Midlands in June.

In the photos below I have tried to give a flavour of the weekend.
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Photo 1 above gives an overview of the hall.       photo by Paul Steedman. 
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The` coloured, numbered arrow on the track plan below shows the positions of the camera in 
the various photos.
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Photo 2. Dale Yard is 22 ft long and 
was the main yard on the layout: 

Photo Tom Winlow.
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The train movements were controlled by the dispatcher. Photo 3 show the dispatcher’s table. 
The coloured counters represent the positions of the trains and were moved on a linear diagram 
of the layout.    Photo: Paul Steedman

The branch trains were run in an organised way using car-cards. In addition to these, we 
provided the facility for people to run their own trains in an informal way. These ran round the 
whole layout – from Blue Ridge to Springfield yard. Most of these informal trains were 
passenger trains (see photo 4: below) and the dispatchers had the challenge of threading them 
through the more organised branch traffic.  

Photo 4:
 Dan Spalding
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Photo 5: There are usually some interesting models to admire at these events. The slug 
unit in this beautiful Minnesota Commercial Railroad consist was built by Ian Smith. 

Photo: Dan Spalding  
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Photo 6: This very nice Kansas City Southern GP40 (owner unknown) is in Melvin’s 
engine terminal.   Photo: Dan Spalding
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If these photographs have whetted your appetite, there are more of Paul Steedman’s photos at: - 
https://www.rmweb.co.uk/community/index.php?/topic/170925-freemo-south-2022/   

… and more of Dan’s at: -
https://www.flickr.com/photos/13460546@N02/albums/72177720297377885 

Many thanks to Paul and Dan for allowing their photos to be used in this report.

So, another great weekend. It’s good to be back. Many thanks to everyone who made it 
possible, not forgetting the participants. Without their modules the whole thing would not be 
possible.

Onward to the next meeting, in June in the Midlands!

Tom Winlow

https://www.rmweb.co.uk/community/index.php?/topic/170925-freemo-south-2022/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/13460546@N02/albums/72177720297377885
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FRED  

a) In issue #116 I did venture to ask readers to share with us whatever they were up to 
railroad-wise at home. Surely someone must be doing something or, has our 
readership declined to zero?

b) Roger passed the following photo on for 
information – the items may be helpful 
to “scratch builders”? To be found at 
branches of Tesco – remember “every 
little helps”!

c) Next issue – more of the same plus me 
forgetting the old adage “measure twice, 
cut once!”

 
Ed
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IMPORTANT: 

Due to a clash of dates with the Platinum Jubilee celebrations the June meeting will be held on 
18th and NOT the 11th.The upside is that the centre has granted a 50% discount. 

Please make a special note of this change! 

Until Next 
Time…...
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