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Here we are again and the year is progressing with a few hiccoughs but at least we have seen a 
few days of sunshine. “They” rightly tell us that “the road to hell is paved with good 
intentions”, mine is less paving than rubble strewn cart track and during January I never did 
manage to make the promised start on the pavilion/ranch house. As compensation I did manage 
to fill a skip with rubbish – you know “the kind of things that will come in handy at some 
unspecified date in the future”, too late now!

I see from the editorial in “Classic Trains” that the current editor, Robert McGonigal, has 
retired after an innings of 22 years, not bad in the fast-moving corporate world of the USA. The 
new face will be Brian Schmidt, actually an “old face” for readers of “Trains” where he was 
Senior Associate Editor.

https://bearwoodamrg.wordpress.com/
https://www.nmrabr.org.uk/
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There are no prizes for coming second in a two-horse race – J J Ruest is “retiring” as CEO of 
Canadian National following their unsuccessful attempt to take control of Kansas City Southern 
(KCS). Interestingly no successor has been named but TCI Fund Management (I prefer to call 
them asset strippers) have launched an attempt to put their own man in the role – they cite poor 
financial and operational performance, on top of the failure to capture KCS. Looks like a rerun 
of the CSX game?

In a smaller scale it appears that Rapido are currently the most active in offering new locos; an 
Alco RS-11 and GE U25B are available to pre-order, although I do find some of their prices 
“eye watering”.

Bob

Chairman’s Musings

IMPORTANT: Due to a clash of dates with the Platinum Jubilee celebrations the June meeting 
will be held on 18th and NOT the 11th.The upside is that the centre has granted a 50% discount. 
Please make a special note of this change! 

If there are no restrictions on the use of the lounge for the April meeting, I intend to hold our 
much-delayed AGM after lunch on 9th April 2022. This will be exactly 2 years late due entirely 
to Covid. 

 most of it.
Roger 
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The 'Not Benson' and our February meets were tremendously successful, though sadly at the 
end of our meet a member was notified by the NHS he had tested positive for Covid! On 
Monday he confirmed the diagnosis, I immediately notified all attendees of the situation, and 
began daily lateral tests. Luckily for me and family they all proved negative. I hope all other 
attendees are the same. It proves the value of the list system, everyone was notified by 11am, 
along with the website (thanks John Levesley). Incidentally 9 members present either fell in a 
highly vulnerable category, or had family members so.

I include pictures from both events. My thanks to John Lee and Darryl Tay for a pleasant trip to 
the Benson substitute.

Just when things were settling down, we were rudely interrupted by storm Eunice. 

Looking from my kitchen window I noticed a slice of roofing felt on the lawn. Investigation 
showed it was from my layout shed, and that about half of it was lost. A trip to the shed showed 
that it was still dry inside. By then very little rain. A further check today showed no leaks (yet) 
but a large wet patch on the floor. Due to the slope the shed is three feet lower than road, and 
heavy rain has moved the deflective batten. The water then moved on and forced itself between 
the floor boards; both these problems have now hopefully been fixed, and at a reasonable price.
So, despite what is a now terrible international situation, I and I am sure all of us keep 
modelling and hope for better things in the future. Our next meet is likely to be those involved 
in the new continuous layout as the Freemo group will probably be at Epsom, so let's make the 
most of it.
Roger 

http://inside.by/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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RS Tower

You will recall from #115 that our colleagues were visiting us in order to “snag” 
their modules before presenting them at the forthcoming Epsom Freemo 
meeting. It appears that all was well apart from some dirty track on one module 
and the standard of modelling puts my efforts to shame – ah well keep on trying! 
 There were too many bodies in the way to get a panoramic view although you 
did get the plan in the last issue, but here’s a few photos to wet your appetites, 
including a couple from the club layout (mainly by courtesy of Roger Luffman 
and John Levesley).
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U.S. Railroad's Word Search.
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FRED  

    

a) By the time you read this “Benson” will be a memory, however, here are 
a few photos for those who couldn’t make it.



14



15



16

b) I have now completed the Metcalfe card stock cricket pavilion and at a 
distance it isn’t too bad a stand-in for a bunkhouse, perhaps the stable block 
would perform a nice supporting role? Then, of course, there is a Nissen hut?
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    c) The future was looking a little bare on the railroading front and with little 
likelihood of a trans-Atlantic trip in 2022 (saving money for a BIG wedding 
anniversary next year) I needed a little boost. So, two new module kits have 
been ordered from Grainge & Hodder with a view to creating a 2.4m switching 
puzzle that I can actually use in the house. My cement works monster will have 
to wait until it can have an outing at Bearwood. I’ll let you know how things 
progress, hopefully I’ve learnt something from earlier efforts? In passing it 
would be nice to know what any of you are up to at home!

    d) Finally, this issue has more in keeping with “Picture Post” than “The 
Thunderer” due to the lack of articles, letters or complaints to the editor – it’s 
very lonely out here!

Ed
Your Bearwood Newsletter – Get in touch, share your 
thought’s, have an idea let him know.

He doesn’t bite!.
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Word Search – what you hopefully found.  

  Amtrak        BC Rail        BNSF        Burlington Northern    
  Canadian National         Canadian Pacific        Chessie System    
  Chicago and North Western       Conrail        CSX Transportation    
  Erie Lackawanna        Grand Trunk Western      Illinois Central     
  Kansas City Southern     Milwaukee Road        Missouri Pacific    
  New York Central        Nickel Plate Road        Norfolk Southern    
  Northern Pacific        Penn Central        Pennsylvania Railroad    
  Rio Grande        Santa Fe       Soo Line      Southern Pacific    
  Union Pacific       Wabash Railroad        Western Pacific    
  Wisconsin Central    
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