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As I sit here mulling over the first draft of this issue of the 
Bearwood Local the rain is teeming down my dining room window 
(the office is too cold and remote to attract all but a dedicated 
masochist) another missed meeting has passed by; hopefully, 
February will bring better times and fewer infections? Talking of 
which, this issue is a week early in order because of the forthcoming 
visit from RS Tower colleagues.

I have managed to get a little modeling done, albeit only a repair 
and refurbishment of a couple of structures that were languishing at 
the back of one of the club’s storage units. They may be acceptable 
on the new boards but if not, the time wasn’t wasted as it gave me 
an opportunity to renew an acquaintance with my airbrush. It was a 
cheap double action from Expo and whilst it has a number of less 
than secure parts it did provide an inexpensive way of obtaining a 
small compressor. 

https://bearwoodamrg.wordpress.com/
https://www.nmrabr.org.uk/
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Maybe I’ll look mat an upgrade of the brush if my skills improve?

One welcome item received at Christmas was a laser-cut kit by “UGEARS”, not a railroad theme but a 
clock mechanism. At least it has provided simple entertainment without the need to cause glue-laden 
havoc in the sitting room as the kit is of a press-fit construction. Happily, this has enabled me to warm my 
bones in front of the fire without raising the temperature of the “Memsahib”, always a fraught activity! By 
the way the gears mesh nicely.

Chairman’s Musings

Thanks everyone for supporting my action in cancelling the January meet at fairly short notice. 
Colleagues were telephoning me or emailing expressing concern about the risk of exposure to 
Covid 19.
Given that three quarters of our colleagues are classed as vulnerable by age group, and that 4 of 
us have undergone major surgery recently I felt the risk was unacceptable, and therefore 
cancelled the meet, fortunately without payment to the centre. The Manager told me that many 
people were cancelling in the present circumstances.

That of course left some unfinished business, I had arranged to present the card and cheque 
(£150) to Lois at the January meet and wanted to delay it no longer. So, at 8.30 this morning I 
took a Covid test and as it was negative went to see her as arranged. She is both well and very 
pleased to have contact with the club. As she said in her letter of thanks circulated by Tom, she 
will come round to see us from time to time. In conclusion all members on Tom's mailing list 
were advised of the cancellation, plus some who were not on email by direct contact. MORAL: 
If you missed out and were inconvenienced as a result ENSURE Tom has your contact details.
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ONE SUGGESTION FOR THE FUTURE: Before you set out to come to Bearwood in future 
why not take a lateral flow test? It is easy enough though slightly unpleasant, and only takes 30 
minutes to get the result. That way we can be reasonably certain that we are all Covid Free 
when we leave home, and thus avoid putting our relatives, friends and colleagues at undo risk! 
If we do that early morning before we set out to come, we can be reasonably sure we shan't 
bring Covid with us!

Now to modelling business:

We have unfortunately lost another day working on the new track, but I am sure you all agree it 
is a small loss set against Covid. The February meet looks to be potentially busy as the Freemo 
group are setting up a layout as a dummy run for a big meet at Epsom a month later, previously 
this has been well worth a visit, thoroughly recommended by myself. There is also the 
possibility of a trader in attendance.
Like no doubt many other colleagues I am a member of a Railway Historical Society based in 
the USA (in my case the N&W Historical Society catering for the N&W and Virginian 
Railways), I find it excellent value for US$60 a year, I get access to a massive archive without 
further charge, one off models specific to the roads concerned, and advice free at the time of 
use. I have a suitable building to serve as a locomotive depot YMCA on my new layout, and 
after a google on their archive I found a photo of a sign on the YMCA at Shenandoah; 
unfortunately, due to its small size, and the angle it was taken at I was quite unable to read it!
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So, I sent an Email to the Society asking what it read, as the date was 21st December, I expected a reply 
most likely after the Christmas and New Year holidays. Unbelievably I received full details and a large-
scale photo from which I can make my own sign within 4 minutes!!

If all societies give that level of service, then for the price of two or so vehicles a year, they are well worth 
joining.

In order to make our future meets more proof against Covid please do a test as I suggest above before you 
set out. Hope to see you all on 12th February.

Shortly after the Annual Meeting at Derby I received a letter from our outgoing president Charles Hendy 
to the effect that Ivan Markes and myself had received an award from the NMRA for promoting the 
NMRA at Divisional Level. It is remiss of me that I have not mentioned this before, but I offer my 
congratulations to Ivan on his well-deserved award, and on behalf of both of us our thanks to whoever it 
was who made the recommendation.

Thanks again. 

Roger                      
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Converting a Greenwood Turntable kit to US outline.

        A few years ago, at an exhibition at Wimborne, I was suddenly struck by a thought that a 70-foot 
turntable in 00 gauge is exactly the same length as an 80-foot turntable in H0 (70ft @4mm to the foot = 
280mm; 80ft @ 3.5mm to the foot = 280mm) Therefore apart from possible differences in width which with 
4mm being the larger scale are to be welcomed given the difference in US/British loading gauge there were 
no discrepancies and a hefty US 2-8-0 etc would fit on the table and turn. Could I make the turntable look 
American?

       A conversation with the proprietor of Greenwood convinced me I could so, and, though it went against 
principles drummed into me during my 40+ years in Yorkshire (Eat all, drink all, and Pay nowt!!) Almost 
sprained my wrist getting my wallet out and parting with some £20s.

      I brought the turntable home, put it in my shed for future attention and there it lingered with no action 
taken due to a variety of other events.

      Then when I had another inspiration (or brainstorm) last summer that there was a chance sent by Covid 
to convert my badly running layout put down with insufficient forethought into a decent running layout. I 
decided to do it, junk the old, fully insulate the shed build a decent layout and use the turntable before 
senility finally overtakes me.

This is the result:

First, I tack glued the circle onto a piece of Sundeala and left it to set up; then when the glue had firmly 
cured carefully marked the inside of the circle for future cutting. 
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The piece of Sundeala and its twin started life as parts of the board at Doncaster loco depot where roster 
alterations were posted daily for train crews, and was there in service from before 1980. When the 
accommodation was modernised in 1990 all existing furniture and fittings were sold off to staff at nominal 
amounts, I paid 5p for the sheet ¼” thick x 4feet. Shudder to think what that would cost now.

To continue:
I now carefully ran a craft knife blade under the glue joints which had held the circle in place and did the 
necessary cleaning. Now I drilled a hole just inside the line I had drawn earlier, and then went round the 
circle with a thin bladed saw. I was delighted with the result which only needed minimal cleaning for the 
turntable pit to fit in.

Circle glued to Sundeala 
ready to cut hole for pit.
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I now inserted the pit in the hole and 
secured it with Gorilla glue which 
expanded to take care of minor 
discrepancies in my cutting.

The next item was to assemble the 
turntable bridge as per the 
instructions with the kit;
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An easy assembly as the parts were laser cut, the instructions clear 
and the superglue very effective on the MDF parts.
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Next, a trial fitting of the lower bridge in the 
turntable pit. Went in perfectly.
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The decking was now added as seen below

We are nearly there now, what remains is to trim the rail of the turntable at one end to allow a foundation 
to be installed for a control building, and to construct a central cosmetic electrical supply bridge from 
MDF shapes to enable (cosmetic) current to drive the turntable.
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The decking with current connector installed and railing shortened to allow 
control cabin to be installed.
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End view of the bridge, the pieces of white wood for the cosmetic current connector (on top of frame) 
and at deck level for control cabin clearly visible

Readers may have noticed that I have 
installed decking in the middle of the 
track over the ties, anything to make the 
turntable look more realistic. “All “that 
has to be done now is to instal or build 
and instal a small cabin at the end of the 
bridge, a line from the connector to the 
shore at the side of the pit, paint the pit 
and bridge, allow to dry thoroughly to 
ensure there is no sticking, then drop the 
bridge into the hole in the centre of the 
pit. Instal the motor I already have 
available under the turntable, index the 
tracks to the bridge, and hopefully turn 
engines up to 80 feet in length on the 
turntable. That will result in more 
pictures when the job is done.

Hope it does more than just look good?

Roger
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Nuclear Flask Model (Roundhouse - December 2012)
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A quiet moment.

Just a couple of pictures from my long term home layout Somborne Chalk Quarry. I have a 
couple of Bachmann EMD GP35 loco’s 763 and 749 seen here, I do have another that is DC 
and mostly for parts, these two finally made it to the top of the pile of things needing attention 
for one reason or another and so.

One has a basic two function Bachmann decoder in which I bought from Anoraks Anonymous 
at a show many years ago. It needed some work and I’ve added LED lights but ran in the wrong 
direction, it was a motor out job to tidy the wiring for DCC which I got wrong. Suffice to say to 
reverse direction and match the lights the motor needed turning over and wires swapped – I had 
to do this twice that day as in my haste I snagged a motor wire and broke it, I only found that 
out once on the programming track.

The other loco has an NCE Bach-Dsl decoder fitted which is a replacement board for most 
Bachmann diesels although not this one but I got it to fit anyway, ditch lights are outstanding 
yet to be fitted but there are solder pads for this. I found this to be a good decoder for a lot of 
thing and it use to be stupidly cheap but not quite so much these days.

After making some progress with both loco’s it was time for a play and tune those CV’s for best 
operation. I’m tempted for them to become a permanent consist but with such differing chips it 
might be a challenge.
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Epsom Freemo Meeting

The layout design for the 
Epsom “Freemo South” 
meeting over the weekend 
of 12/13 March has 
evolved a bit from the one 
shown in the last 
newsletter. The current 
plan is shown.

Tom Winlow 
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RS Tower 
Modules
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FRED  

Large Scale?

On the 12” to 1’ front, I see that Canadian Pacific (CP) has come out on top in the battle for Kansas City 
Southern (KCS), approval from the Surface Transportation Board is expected late this year. The new 
company will be known as CPKC (not very sexy but we’ve grown used to BNSF), there will no doubt be 
a revised livery although it has already been hinted that the iconic “beaver & shield” will feature. It’s 
always a sad day to see another “fallen flag” but this merger does have the merit of providing and end-to-
end N-S routing from Vancouver & Montreal to Lazero Cardenas (Mexico) with no duplication as they 
meet solely at Kansas City. It will be interesting to see how this unfolds, hopefully, a thing or two will 
have been learned from the UP/SP debacle?

January’s Efforts.
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W H Smith.

Let me tell you about my frustrations: for a number of years, I have 
had a monthly order with our local branch of this organization for 
“Trains”, “Model Railroader” and “Classic Trains”. Eleven months 
go by with some minor delays but come December, after a number 
of “specials” (which usually regurgitate articles already seen in 
earlier issues) it all goes to “rats”.  The local staff seem impotent in 
the face of this monolith, phoning their help line receives no 
response and the only access for local staff is the same hell-line (not 
a typo!) with an identical lack of reply. Does anyone have a 
suggestion that doesn’t involve paying an arm or a leg for direct 
shipment from USA, a lengthy drive across SW England or 11/12ths 
of a magazine?  by Unknown Author is licensed under 

What’s Neat This Week.

More of those internet wonders, I was watching the Jenny Kirk Monday Club live stream 
Monday night as I do on YouTube and she had as a guest Ken Patterson who has a podcast ‘
What’s neat this week'.

Well one thing led to another and I caught Ken’s regular podcast on the tube of you and 
thought it was rather good for railroad related things.

He also has a website with railroad related things What’s neat.

You probably already know about him and were just keeping it quiet?

https://www.youtube.com/c/JenniferEKirk
https://www.youtube.com/user/Kensart55
https://whatsneat.com/
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A common people divided by 
language and other nefarious 
activities.


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26

