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Well, here we are again, a New Year and new challenges to face. I don’t know how your 
Christmas panned out but, at the time of writing 20/12, is planned to be a muted affair as each 
one of our children work at the “sharp end” and are taking every precaution – not only for us 
but also for the safety of those they serve. Perhaps a little less hedonism and the country would 
be in a better place – who knows?

I suppose that with the days lengthening most of us will have less time for modelling due to the 
siren call of the garden, house maintenance and a desire for some fresh vistas? Nonetheless, 
there is the club layout to bring up to a standard suitable to grace local exhibitions so if you feel 
that you could make a small contribution towards this end, perhaps refreshing the paintwork on 
an existing building or constructing a new one please let Roger know. Meanwhile there’s 
manure to be spread on the allotment before a Christmas dinner prevents me from bending so 
I’d better get at it.

https://bearwoodamrg.wordpress.com/
https://www.nmrabr.org.uk/
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Chairman’s Musings

Firstly, the presentation to Lois did not take place as arranged so I will now make it in January. 
Your cheques will now be banked afterwards. Many thanks for your contributions, we raised 
£150 in total. 

Thanks to Melvin and the construction team work is advancing on the new boards, and I firmly 
believe they will be in use early next year. As none of us or getting younger (or more supple) an 
access into the operating area of the new boards has been mentioned, accessible via a 
mechanically lifting bridge. Stability of the boards on both sides is an issue, and ideas to 
overcome this problem are very welcome.
Despite national setbacks with Covid events continue nationally and more importantly so far as 
we are concerned regionally, starting with the Southampton exhibition on 29th and the Benson 
substitute near High Wycombe on 30th January. At least 3 modelling dates for January 
including the Bearwood meet on 8th. Hope to see you there?

Finally, for your information the Covid Rules have been tightened. As at today, face masks are 
mandatory indoors except 1) If you can show a valid medical exemption. 2)When you are 
eating or drinking. The number in the lounge is limited to 12 at any given time. Sorry but please 
observe this.
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DC &/0r DCC (that is the question?)

Following Gordon’s thought-provoking article in #113 I received the following from one of our regular 
readers:
“These are my personal views on the club boards dilemma, bearing in mind that I spent 10 years attending 
the DC only Cyder Belt group with modules fitted to primarily use DCC, but with the main through lines 
wired for both DC and DCC; this allowed me to use my DCC system to run around the whole club layout 
as and when the opportunity arose.
 
It will remain a contentious issue around club layouts being made available for a diminishing minority 
still using DC, especially while there are still a body of folk unable, unwilling, or afraid of changing over 
to DCC (please be clear – I mean no disrespect to those who wish to remain DC whatever the reason). 
However, other than a very few DC locos with certain motors, most will operate on DCC (if the DCC 
control system is capable of ‘zero-stretching’).  Also, most modern sound-equipped locos are DCC-fitted 
and designed to run on both (Rapido, Broadway, Genesis, etc.) with the main disadvantage being the lack 
of sound options in DC mode.
 
The main reason for the proposed change is to make the layout more ‘show attractive’ as well as 
compatible with personal/modular system boards. Inevitable this means that some very hard decisions 
need to be made which will unfortunately not be popular with everyone!

 I’m going to assume that the number of folks still running DC only locos is a minority, and although I’m 
strongly against excluding anyone, the time may have come for them to accept that they, and the club, 
must evolve to survive and accept the inevitable (like no-one around here will accept scrappy bits of card 
and insist on the NHS App on a smartphone as the only proof of vaccination!). 
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From my observation, most of the ‘DC brigade’ I come across, seem to prefer using sound-fitted locos for 
club running!  Most of these are actually DCC-fitted and give poorer performance on DC layouts! 
 Therefore, I suggest you focus on using DCC only as the advantages will continue to outweigh the 
alternative.
 
I don’t think you necessarily need to ‘rip it all up’, but there are a few other considerations that might also 
be advantageous to include and I will list them here:

Cost – wiring for both DC & DCC will add to cost, complexity and construction time and ultimately, 
reliability.

Danger of Damage – mixing DC and DCC is a recipe for disaster and costly damage to locos of either 
persuasion – stick to one or the other – trust me, I’ve seen so many locos ‘melt-down’ from 
accidentally crossing from one power source to the other.  With most locos supplied as ‘limited 
runs’, most items are irreplaceable!

Module Compatibility – ensuring height and connect-ability to common UK modular system will 
ultimately add to the future fun and inclusivity.  Personal boards should either be built to conform, 
or at least have a ‘connection piece’ which converts their boards to the standard.

Since then, there has been a deal of discussion and hopefully an acceptable compromise way forward 
agreed but see Roger’s earlier note about access.
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Epsom Freemo Layout

The diagram below shows the anticipated track plan for the big Freemo meet at Epsom 
on 12/13 March. The green area is a 3ft access aisle around the layout. The overall 
room size, to the outside of the green area, is 47ft square.

The two modules at the top of the diagram, Port Dominique and the Brewery, have 
been built by Neil Rogers and Ian Smith of the RS Tower Group, who have had their 
modules in Bearwood Freemo layouts several times in the past. The good news is that 
they plan to bring this new combination of modules to the Bearwood February meeting 
so they can have a “dry run” of the combination ahead of Epsom. More information on 
these two modules next month. 

Tom Winlow 
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Caption Competition 

Following the caption competition in issue #113 the 
following suggestions were received from our 
readers:

“Now according to Tesla, if I connect these 
two wires, I should be able to charge my car” 
– Keith Webb

"Alexa - dial 999" – Tom Winlow

“The advertisement said the strong magnetic 
field will melt the years away” – Bob 
Skinner
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“NOT Benson”
In case you missed earlier communications, the renovation work at Benson Village Hall is unfortunately 
not complete after all, and the hall will not be available to us for 30 January. However, an alternative 
venue has identified.

The NMRA BR Winter Meet – “NOT Benson”, will now be at Stokenchurch Community Centre, 
Bartholomew Tipping Lane, Stokenchurch HP14 3RX, on Sunday, January 30, 2022.   The venue is within 
half a mile of M40 J5, is easy to find and is signed within the village.  See the website for any updates and 
further details.

Latest Trader’s News.

John Levesley has just let me know that with a recent delivery from Mech Models they enclosed a “Tru-
Color” brochure. Looking at the web site confirms they are a UK stockist. (Apparently there are 400 US 
railroad colours in the range though it’s doubtful that they stock them all.) 
mech-models.com

Despite various closing dates being announced Model Junction, Slough appear to still be in business, albeit 
on a much-reduced scale,

https://mech-models.com/
https://www.modeljunction.info/
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Dates of Future Meetings 2022

All are held on 2nd Saturday of the month unless there is a clash with a public holiday:
8/1, 12/2, 12/3, 9/4, 14/5, 11/6, 9/7, 13/8, 10/9, 8/10, 12/11, 10/12.

Sting in the tail?

This is a much-curtailed edition due to the lack of copy. Roger, I and the usual 
stalwarts need you input if this newsletter is to survive another year – so come on and 
help us.
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Word Search Answers.
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