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From the Engineer’s Seat  

Modelling Season is upon us so we had better make the most of it while 
we can. As I write this Christmas Day is only four sleeps away and children 
all over the world will be getting wound up like coiled springs - some adults 
too! However the Grinch might be about to impose more restrictions on 
what we can do and where we can do it. All can say is enjoy what free-
doms you have now while you have them but enjoy them sensibly.  

You will see on page 3 a list of events that are on within our Region and 
there are so many to choose from. At least they are in different locations 
across the lower half of the UK although a good few are north of Watford! 

The best way to get the optimum out of the modelling season is to make a 
list , in order of importance, of the things you need to do, would like to do 
and dream to do. You will see farther in that I am starting a British project 
in OO/4mm. It is something I have wanted to do for a very long time, long-
er than II at first realized. It is an itch that needs to be scratched. That is 
something I will get on with, weather permitting as it is out in the garage. 

My HO layout will need things doing for many years to come but making a 
list could be productive. The start will be the diesel facility that needs the 
Peco inspection pits sunk into the baseboard top, then wired up - all the 
track in that area likewise. Scenic ground cover can wait for now. I need to 
wire up point motors and create some control panels for them….add a few 
frog juicers, create a third power district…..there is my list thus far. How 
long will yours be? 

If you have been on the twice monthly “Brew & Natter” Webex sessions 
you will know that Region has been promoting the Golden Spike as a way 
into the Achievement Program. How many of you have a home layout that 
could qualify for one. Gordy and Keith Webb have been encouraging sub-

missions this year to try to get the most by any Region after the National 
AP Chair in his report to the Board bemoaned the lack of such awards! Go 
on, make his day….do you have a layout worthy of this award? Look at 
https://www.nmra.org/golden-spike-award for details. 

I have also been setting up projects for my assault on different categories 
in the AP - the latest is in Cars where I am scratch-building a scrap gondola 
on a Walthers cast metal underframe as a start. I might well record pro-
gress as an article. And talking of freight cars, the Freightcarology series is 
nearing the end and I shall need to come up with another idea for a theme 
for a series - do you have any ideas or requests? 

Finally shopping…..yes I know you have probably had enough. But model 
railroad shopping, not just any shopping. We have in the South East three 
(at least) suppliers of North American models. Model Junction still has 
stock and no sign of shutting up shop just yet. Kent Garden Railways carries 
a good stock too and although they have closed their shop near Orpington 
they have a very active website. The third is Invicta Model Rail in Sidcup  
right beside the station. Again they have a great stock of items across the 
ranges  plus books and magazines. 
They have more than their website 
suggests - the owner lost her hus-
band a while back and is struggling 
to get in top of  it. All are worthy 
of our support. 

Merry Christmas to one and all. 

Mike Arnold 
21 December 2021 
tunnelmotor@tiscali.co.uk 
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DIVISION NEWS AND EVENTS 

As the COVID rules have relaxed somewhat the groups in our Division and just be-
yond are beginning to start doing things. See below for the latest information on 
events and activity near you (or further afield!). 

Kent & East Sussex Group 

Two meets have been held since COVID regulations were relaxed, at Andrew 
Brown’s in Strood and Derek Murphy’s in Crowborough. Andrew  astounded us 
when he revealed that during lockdown he had ripped out his entire multi-level CSX 
layout and replaced it with a finished switching layout based very closely on Plant 
City, FL - more photos elsewhere. Derek showed us his near completed Vancouver 
BC based layout that had just earned him a Golden Spike. Further meets hosted by 
Dave Griffiths, Mark Ward  and Mike Arnold are being planned.  

The Group is also planning to invest in some Freemo modules with sub-groups de-
signing, building and storing them in The North Kent, High Weald and Hastings are-
as. 

Gosport Model Railroad Club 

The Group meets twice a month, on the second Friday for 
“Round Robins” (group chat and show and tell) and generally 
the third Saturday *(there are exceptions) for work and running 
sessions. Public “exhibition” events are on the following dates: 

• 19 February 

• 21 May 

• 17 September 

• 26 November 

Check out their website and look out for any alerts if circumstances change, e.g. lockdown 
rules are introduced. http://www.gosportrailroadgroup.org.uk/index.php. Contact Bob Nor-
ris for details. 

 

 

 

Seaboard Southern (Crawley) 

The Seaboard Southern annual show in September was 
cancelled but next year’s show is already being planned - 
make a date in your diary for Saturday 17 September 
2022. As social distancing in their club premises is difficult 
they will remain with fortnightly Zoom meetings on a Fri-
day for the time being. Mid-week work sessions have re-
sumed on track-laying on the upper deck of their HO layout.  

Check their website  or contact Dan Spalding for details. 

South Shore (Sompting near Worthing) 

The Group resumed meetings at the start of June. 

They are currently progressing, slowly, with Goose 
Island, our N Scale layout. We also have Perfec-
tion, GA, which needs minor work done to it to 
allow it to be exhibited. This is the On30 layout. 

One of our members is building a large O scale portable layout, which whilst based 
on US standards, has seen both German and British outline running too. 

Now that meetings have resumed, the format of the meets should be a running 
night on the first Wednesday of the month, and construction on the third Wednes-
day of each month. 

Please contact Ian Pennicott for more details of their meetings and activities. 

New Members 

We wish a hearty welcome to new member Eric Davies of Redhill who joined us 
back in the Summer. 

Chris Green 

I also received the sad news that Chris Green of Haslemere had passed away. He 
was an active member of Seaboard Southern. 
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REGION & INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

REGION EVENTS                INTERNATIONAL EVENTS   

 december 2021 

BRITISH REGION BOARD ELECTIONS 2021 

The following officers were elected to the Board at this year’s AGM at Derby: 

President: Jonathan Small 
Vice-President: Peter Borcherds 
Secretary: Tony Gath 
Treasurer: Chris James 
Membership Director: Peter Bowen 

BRITISH REGION WINTER MEET BENSON 2022 

The NMRA BR Winter Meet – It’s “Not Benson” again! A late change means that it is 
the same date Sunday, 30 January 2022 but at Stokenchurch Community Centre, 
Bartholomew Tipping Lane, Stokenchurch HP14 3RX. Take Junction 5 off M40 and it 
is signposted. Reportedly it is a lot closer to the M40 than Benson! 

Traders confirmed include Anoraks Anonymous,  Mech Models,  N-Scale Laser, Anglo
-American, and American O Scale.  There will also be space for members Bring and 
Buy, at £10 per table. 

Layouts invited include Kamiak Falls, West Street Yard, both in HO.  We are also ex-
pecting an N-Scale layout and more to be confirmed. Catering will be provided by 
TooPerfection. 

The venue will be open to NMRA members and the public from 10:00 to 16:00. The 
NMRA Publicity Stand and the Region Library will be present. Admission £5 mem-
bers, £10 non-members. 

Watch the website for evolving details: https://www.nmrabr.org.uk/nmra-br-winter-
meet-sunday-30-january-2022/ 

BRITISH REGION LATE SPRING MEET 2022 

Hosted by Thamesiders on Sunday 22 May 2022 at Feering Community Centre near 
Kelvedon, Essex CO5 9QB. Anoraks Anonymous and N Scale Laser plus Region Library 
have confirmed so far. Layouts in HO and N. More confirmations awaited. Check 
their webpage for details as they evolve: https://thamesidersmrg.org.uk/. Admission 
£4 members, £5 non-members. 

BRITISH REGION/WARLEY MRC NORTH AMERICAN OPEN DAY 

On Saturday 2 April 2022 British Region is supporting an open house at the premises 
of the Warley MRC where the Central Division’s CanAm Freemo layout is now in resi-
dence. There will be operations and despatching  on the layout plus other demon-
strations, clinics and AP Assessments. Possibly even a model contest! 

BRITISH REGION CONVENTION  2022 - CREWE 

Advance notice of the Region Convention in 2022. Notwithstanding the notice in the 
November/December Roundhouse the dates are in fact a week earlier on 4-6 No-
vember. The Train Show will be at the Crewe Heritage Centre but the Convention 
Hotel will be a short distance away at the Hotel Ibis Styles. It is about a 15 minute 
walk from Crewe station.  

In addition the organisers hope to put on a coach to visit layouts in the North West 
including one housed above a privately-owned 1930s-themed pub with real ale 
brewed on-site! What’s not to like…... 

OTHER EVENTS: FREEMO SOUTH 

The weekend of 12/13 March 2022 will see the return of the year’s first Freemo 
event. Plans are well advanced with known available modules. Anyone interested in 
attending please contact Dan Spalding ( warbonnet@virginmedia.com) or Geoff Till-
er (geoff@geofftiller.me.uk). Each participant pays a contribution towards the 
events costs and sometimes includes your lunch! Come along, whether to play trains 
using car forwarding with card cards and waybills or just watch but you must book in 
advance. It is not an event open to the public. Venue: St Martin’s Junior School, Ash-
ley Road, Epsom, Surrey KT18 7AD. 

OTHER EVENTS: MECH MODELS AMERICANA WEEKEND 

This is not an official NMRA BR Event but is supported by Black Diamonds NMRA 
Group on 23/24 April 2022 at Mech Models in Burton-on-Trent. Details in Round-
house magazine. 

TO QUOTE HAROLD MACMILLAN: “YOU’VE NEVER HAD IT SO GOOD”! 

https://www.nmrabr.org.uk/nmra-br-winter-meet-sunday-30-january-2022/
https://www.nmrabr.org.uk/nmra-br-winter-meet-sunday-30-january-2022/
https://thamesidersmrg.org.uk/
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

INTERNATIONAL EVENTS          

 december 2021 

UPCOMING NATIONAL CONVENTIONS 

The 2020 St Louis Convention was cancelled but the team have put in a bid to re-
place Birmingham 2022 which was cancelled due to non-availability of venues due to 
the Commonwealth Games moving dates onto ours. Events now scheduled are: 

2022 - St Louis, MO (7-14 August 2022). Registration is now open. See https://
www.eventsquid.com/event.cfm?preview&event_id=13724. Watch for selected lay-
outs on the tours - see below. 

2023 - Grapevine, TX outside Dallas/Fort Worth (18-27 August 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From a photo by Matt Flores: BNSF Boeing parts train in Cascade Mountains, WA 

 

 

 

Turn the page to see how Andrew Brown 
spent his lockdown! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.eventsquid.com/event.cfm?preview&event_id=13724
https://www.eventsquid.com/event.cfm?preview&event_id=13724
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MEMBER NEWS 

ANDREW BROWN’S HO SCALE PLANT CITY, FL           

 december 2021 

The Kent & East Sussex Group visited Andrew Brown last month and was able to 
view the work he had carried out over 18 months to completely remove his old mul-
ti-level CSX layout, repaint the garage and then build a replacement switching layout 
in the space available. It is available for exhibitions. The layout is based very closely 
on the “potato spur” just to the west of the city on the CSX Tampa main line (Virtual 

Railfan has a camera at a flat 
crossing just along from 
there). Andrew made great 
use of Google Maps and 
Streetview to garner the in-
formation he needed. The 
width is about to scal but 
approx. 40% of the length 
has been cropped.  

The level of detail on the 
layout is absolutely top 
notch and up there with the 
likes of Pelle Soeborg and 
Lance Mindheim in my book. 
Please judge for yourself 
from the photos. The layout 
is 16ft 8ins long and requires 
a space of 17ft by 6ft.  

 



Page 6 

 

MEMBER NEWS 

ANDREW BROWN’S HO SCALE PLANT CITY, FL (Continued)        

 december 2021 

All sidings are trailing so the spurs are all served by a local headed out from Plant 
City and a shoving platform can be used for its return. 

 

 

Worthy of a series of articles in any publication. I hope you all get to see it some time 
soon. 
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december 2021  MEMBER NEWS - TALES FROM THE CLYMAN SUB-DIVISION by IAN WATTON 

SCRATCH-BUILDING A WAREHOUSE - PART 2 

For those joining fresh to my scratch building efforts, I encourage you to read the first part of 

this tale. We pick up the new building with an experiment on clapboard wall effects. 
Because most clapboard manufacturers (for HO scale) are based in the US and 
charge big bucks for their scale lumber, this puts my attainability in getting hold of 
any quite unlikely. So, I have had to find a cheap alternative or go without. On 
YouTube videos I’ve watched, there appears to be a camp of modellers who use In-
dia Ink to age their wood structures, thus giving new, shiny wood an aged look.  One 
cloudy afternoon, with nothing better to do than hide away in my loft, I set about 
experimenting with paper and a bottle of India Ink. [Note: Many coloured inks on 
the market are made up with water. Before applying it to my model I am going to 
water down the ink, therefore inks containing water as a constituent part are not 
going to fare well and will give a washed out look.] I began by cutting up lined paper 
and gluing it to a scrap of 1mm cardboard, overlapping each ‘board’ half over the 
last board. 

Then I diluted India Ink at a ratio of 1 tsp ink to 1 tsp water. Not having ever done 
this before I really was in experimenting land, but at the same time, having plenty of 
fun into the bargain. The result is not too shabby, although after letting the “wood” 
dry, the planks curl up revealing the white paper underneath. At least I know now 
what to expect from the wash, for when I come to paint the real model. And the 
need to paint all the paper before installing on the walls. I know there are certain 
paints on order for my Birthday – I prudently ordered them myself and had my wife 

put them away for me – so it’s only a matter of waiting around long enough to get 
my hands on a new selection of paints for this structure. 
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december 2021 MEMBER NEWS - TALES FROM THE CLYMAN SUB-DIVISION by IAN WATTON 

SCRATCH-BUILDING A WAREHOUSE - PART 2   (Continued) 

While I’m on the subject of painting – and to give this aged clapboard a chance to 
dry – the land around the Malting Plant complex needed a base coat before any 
scenery could be added. I had acquired a large bottle of Burnt Umber acrylic paint 
and a new, large brush; it seemed too good an opportunity to pass up!  You’ll notice 
from the overhead photo of the complex, that an area has been left unpainted, 
which may seem odd. However, this will be painted grey to simulate a tarmac sur-
face. Painting the ground a dark brown colour means that any scenic material that 
misses the surface, will not expose the plywood that would otherwise be left to 
shine through. This whole area measures 14ft2 which will more than suffice to fulfil 
the requirement of an 8ft2 sceniced layout, making up part of the Golden Spike 
Award. The irregular shape (by the small red vehicle) marks the outline of the new 
building. 

 

 

 

 

 

The photo shows the completed 
scene awaiting the new building 
to be installed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With the paint on the boards dry, I turned back to constructing the new building. 
I’ve decided to give the exterior walls a clapboard look, without adding the paper 
(since, after leaving the experiment to dry for a few days, the paper had curled up 
and looked awful). To achieve this clapboard look I scribed the walls at 2.5mm spac-
ings; this equates to an approximate depth of nine inches, for each plank at 1:1 
scale.  Cutting out the windows, scribing the walls and bracing them internally occu-
pied a pleasant evening’s work in the loft! 
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MEMBER NEWS - TALES FROM THE CLYMAN SUB-DIVISION by IAN WATTON 

SCRATCH-BUILDING A WAREHOUSE - PART 2  (Continued) 

 december 2021 

The names on the sign refer to two of my ex-colleagues, one of which whom died; 
the star is for him. I’ve scaled down a few pictures to put on the walls and you’ll see 
these in later articles, when the build is nearer to completion.  The next job was to 
cut out and paint all the window frames, which sounds straightforward but wasn’t. 
The biggest problem I had was trying to stop the paper templates from shredding, 
when cutting through to the cardboard beneath them. The first window set was a 
near disaster, by the second set I had discovered that piercing the paper with the 
blade and then cutting the cardboard direct, gave much improved results (and was 
less stressful) . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can also see a small amount of the planning that goes into this building; every-
thing is measured, trialled in paper, then drawn up on Inkscape, printed out and 
transferred to cardboard. I’m using 1mm card for the frames, 2mm for the walls and 
3mm for the base. Finally, once all the frames were cut out, I painted them white.  

And since I need to wait for these to dry, – I seem to spend most of my time waiting 
for things to dry on this build – I test fitted the walls (coming together nicely!) 
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REGION NEWS 

PICTURES AT AN EXHIBITION - GRAND UNION 2021, THE DERBY CONVENTION    

 december 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top left: Black Diamonds and Friends N scale set-up filled 

the well in the main hall;  Above: Red Hook Bay in HO by 

Mike Carter (both photos by David Ammon)’ Left: the 

power behind the N scale set-up with Digitrax at its heart. 
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REGION NEWS 

PICTURES AT AN EXHIBITION - GRAND UNION 2021, THE DERBY CONVENTION (Continued) 

 december 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRITISH REGION CONVENTION  2021 - GRAND JUNCTION 

Top two: Black Diamonds N Scale; bottom two: Kamiak Falls in HO by Ant Quinlan 
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REGION NEWS 

PICTURES AT AN EXHIBITION - GRAND UNION 2021, THE DERBY CONVENTION (Continued) 

 december 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top two: Cattle Bay in N 

Scale by two modellers from 

the Netherlands. 

Bottom two: More views of 

the nautical side of Red 

Hook Bay. 
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REGION NEWS 

PICTURES AT AN EXHIBITION - GRAND UNION 2021, THE DERBY CONVENTION (Continued) 

 december 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Top two: Black Diamonds On30 set-up; bottom right: Mech 

Models Team; and left: modern era hits Kamiak Falls after dark 
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december 2021 BUILDING SOMETHING DIFFERENT 

BOSCARNE JUNCTION, A LAYOUT IN 4mm SCALE OO GAUGE: PART 1 - THE PLANNING 

Why? 

Why do we model any particular railway or railway theme? This is a story in itself. In the last 
issue I gave you a taster of what I was planning. In all honesty I think it has been a very long 
time coming, probably sixty years or more (and I am only 69). It probably started some time 
in the Summer of 1958, with a holiday to Cornwall on the famed Cornish Riviera Express 
from Paddington to Par, to stay with my relatives in St Austell. I cannot recall what power 
was on the front end but I did see steam at Par, a push-pull railmotor coach in maroon at a 
level crossing, probably the Fowey-Lostwithiel  set going into St Blazey shed for a quick ser-
vice - I recall the end of the auto coach so clearly with its circular fixture above the end win-
dows. To seal my interest, for then at least, a foray to Par beach for the day, walking across 
the dunes and the St Blazey-Fowey freight-only branch with a heavy, but empty, china clay 
train returning from Fowey Docks….. 

So china clay was the key - St Austell was and still is the centre of that industry where they 
call it white gold. Add to that a house move to Bournemouth and I was in the heart of South-
ern territory and the beginning of a love affair with everything Southern Region. Throw in 
china clay and Southern and you get the Beattie well tanks and the Wenford Bridge branch. 
Kernow Models then  stirred the pot well with the manufacture of the three Beattie well 
tanks in 4mm. Yes, I had to have them and bought two at the time of release. I subsequently 
bought the third from David Boyle (who designed the models) at the Perth show a few years 
ago. Oh and there is also the Heljan 1366 class pannier tank that took over from the Beattie 
well tanks in 1962….and the Kernow O2 0-4-4 tank that operated the Wadebridge to Bodmin 
North service. 

Holidays in Cornwall in 2014, 2018, 2019 and 2021 sprinkled the magic dust completely. I am 
in love with the place - we are going again next year! 

There is one final ingredient to this rich potion. I want to participate in the Achievement Pro-
gram with the ultimate aim of MMR. 
One category is Civil Engineer, i.e. track-
work. So the planning also involved 
hand-laying the trackwork, in particular 
the turnouts. Fortunately I had a stock 
of C&L Finescale track parts, both flexi-
track bases and turnout kits. I cleared it 
with our AP Chair, Keith Webb, that as 
long as I scratch-built the frogs and the 
turnouts worked in all directions under 
power one turnout and one cross-over 
would qualify as two of the three items 
required. 

So there you have it, why, in sixty-three years of rumination and planning, Boscarne Junction 
is coming back to life. 

Where? 

In order to run as many trains as possible, with as much variety as possible, the search was 
easy. Boscarne Junction, still alive today though not a junction since the Wenford branch is 
now a cycle and walking trail, the Camel Trail, is the obvious choice. Until 1964 steam trains 
powered all the services with the addition of a few diesels. The Southern operated the lines 
from Padstow/Wadebridge east through Boscarne Junction to Bodmin North and Wenford 
Bridge; the Western operated the trains west from Bodmin Road/Bodmin General to 
Wadebridge/Padstow. The china clay traffic was brough down daily from Wenford and 
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 december 2021 

parked in one siding at Boscarne Junction where it was collected by the Western Region 
freight that took it to Fowey or the Potteries. Empties exchanged for loads. 

Passenger trains were Maunsell 2-car sets plus the occasional Bulleid interloper, on the 
Southern services and the classic B-set on the Western one. A 2-car Stanier set was noted on 
the service on various occasions from 1962. Freight was not just china clay; there were oil 
tankers to Bodmin North plus a lot of coal wagons to both Wenford (to fire the dries) and 
Bodmin North plus meat in insulated containers, box vans, open wagons and flat wagons for 
the stone business out of De Lank Quarry above Wenford Bridge, accessed by a rope incline 
(closed well before my time but….Rule 1). 

A simple four track passing and exchange place, one track in one end from the West and two 
at the other going East, uppermost to Wenford and Bodmin North, lower to Bodmin General. 

RMWeb carried a series of posts on one man’s attempts to build this location credibly and 
this has provided much inspiration. It was exhibited a couple of times in Cornwall before the 
owner emigrated to New Zealand. It was scrapped shortly afterwards to make way for a new 
layout. However I have downloaded a few photos of it from RMWeb. 

How? 

The layout had to fit inside my garage to enable it to be set up, width 17ft 6ins. It also had to 
fit inside my Audi A4 estate car. Thus for speed and lightness of construction, after some 
discussion with those who have bought them, I decided to go for Grainge & Hodder laser cut 
baseboard kits. They make boards 400mm wide which is more than adequate for four tracks 
with some scenery front and rear. They also make traverser boards. The plan is to have 
broadly ten feet of scenic area, so two 900mm by 400mm boards plus one 1200mm by 
400mm, plus two traversers, one either end of 900mm at the West end and one of 1200mm 
at the East end. It should work as there is a slight imbalance of traffic at the Eastern end of 
the line with a need for longer trains. 

I have not ruled out getting a custom-made 900mm by 900mm corner board to take the 
tracks through 90 degrees and then have another 1200mm traverser…… I have yet to buy the 
traverser that end.  

As indicated above there will be six turnouts needed from the C&L Finescale range and a 
certain quantity of plain track, all bullhead of course. It will a challenge but fun. Turnouts will 
be controlled by wire in tube attached to slide switched to change frog polarity. 

I have decided that DCC will be the power of choice, utilising my Digitrax equipment alt-
hough I have been looking for an extra control unit ion case of breakdowns by my 16 year old 
DCS100. Most times it will be one train in operation but there were occasions in the day 
when one train was held while another passed. So it will need two operators. 

Details will be a combination of kit-built signals, scratch built structures and one RTR signal 
box - Kernow/Bachmann again and lots of chins clay dust in the Southern exchange siding 
where the loads are stored pending uplift by the Western. 

When? 

The layout will be set in the period 1955 - 1964 when steam was still king, just. Southern 
coaches were green or crimson (cannot really face getting crimson and cream ones too) and 
the B-sets were maroon. Although Rule 1 will apply to layout in some respects (more on that 
later), it will not when it comes to time period. That is set. 

When will it be finished? Good question. I would like to think it will be well on its way by this 
time next year. There will be progress reports here….. 

BUILDING SOMETHING DIFFERENT 

BOSCARNE JUNCTION, A LAYOUT IN 4mm SCALE OO GAUGE: PART 1 - THE PLANNING (Continued) 
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FREIGHTCAROLOGY VOLUME 27  

GRAIN CARS - FALLEN FLAGS PART 3: PRIVATE OWNERS 

Top left, clockwise:  AGP PS 4750 entering Abo Canyon, NM on the BNSF in 2000 (Pete NolanPhoto);  Agri Indus-

tries, much worse for wear on the BNSF transcon at Canyon Diablo, AZ in 2000; Bunge Corporation PS4750 at 

Vaughn, NM on the UP (Pete Nolan Photo); and Albert City, pretty in pink at dawn at Bealville, CA in 1998. 
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FREIGHTCAROLOGY VOLUME 27  

GRAIN CARS - FALLEN FLAGS PART 3: PRIVATE OWNERS (Continued) 

Top left, clockwise:  F & F Elevator Inc of Arnold (yes, ARNOLD) NE on BNSF at Denver CO 1in 1999; Farmers Coop of 

Hemingford NE again at Denver; Foster Farms also at Denver in 1999 on the BNSF; and Union Equity on the BNSF in 

Glacier National park, MT in 1999 (Pete Nolan Photo). 
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FREIGHTCAROLOGY VOLUME 27   

GRAIN CARS - FALLEN FLAGS PART 2 : PRIVATE OWNERS (Continued) 

Top left, clockwise:  Lincoln Grain (NE) in PS 4750 form at Bealville, CA in 2000, contrasted with an ACF 4650 version 

at Denver, Co in 1998; Northern Grain Inc on BNSF rails at Essex MT in 1999 (Pete Nolan photo); and Superior  Coop 

Elevator Inc of Iowa on BNSF at Denver CO in 1999.  
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FREIGHTCAROLOGY VOLUMES 1 TO 27 - AN INDEX 

 

I hope it is helpful to have a list of all the freight cars covered and in which issues. Please 
note that Parts 6 and 7 were overlooked and we jumped from Part 5 to Part 8 in error. I have 
a good few other car types to cover yet from my own photographic collection without re-
peating subject areas. So from February 2016 for 25 issues: 

Part 1  4-Bay Cylindrical Hoppers February 2016 Newsletter #18 

Part 2 Reefers    February 2016 Newsletter #19 

Part 3  Lumber Industry   June 2016 Newsletter #20 

Part 4  Gondolas    September 2016 Newsletter #21 

Part 5 Tank Cars    December 2016 Newsletter #22 

Part 8  Coil Cars    March 2017 Newsletter #23 

Part 9  Hopper Cars   June 2017 Newsletter #24 

Part 10 Intermodal - Well Cars  September 2017 Newsletter #25 

Part 11 Intermodal - TOFCs  December 2017 Newsletter #26 

Part 12 Railbox Box Cars   March 2018 Newsletter #27 

Part 13 Ballast/Rock Cars   June 2018 Newsletter #28 

Part 14 2-Bay Hoppers   September 2018 Newsletter #29 

Part 15 Special Traffic   December 2018 Newsletter #30 

Part 16 Oddballs    March 2019 Newsletter #31 

Part 17 Covered Hoppers   June 2019 Newsletter #32 

Part 18 Unit Acid Tank Train  September 2019 Newsletter #33 

Part 19 Woodchip Gondolas  December 2019 Newsletter #34 

Part 20 Hi-Cube Box Cars   March 2020 Newsletter #35 

Part 21 Converted Freight Cars  June 2020 Newsletter #36 

Part 22 Box Cars (Fallen Flags)  September 2020 Newsletter #37 

Part 23 Box Cars     December 2020 Newsletter #38 

Part 24 Airslide Covered Hoppers March 2021 Newsletter #39 

Part 25  Grain Cars (Fallen Flags Pt1) June 2021 Newsletter #40 

Part 26  Grain Cars (fallen Flags Pt2) September 2021 Newsletter #41 

Part 27 Grain Cars (Fallen Flags Pt3) December 2021 Newsletter #42 

 

I have quite an extensive collection of modern freight car photos (1996-2019). If you are in 
need of photos of any particular type please let me know. 

Inspiration for a small OO gauge layout. Top view: 1960s view of the signal cab-
in at the level crossing with crossing keepers cottage just beyond; 2021 view 
from same point. Note rails and crossing gate post below. See pages 14/15. 
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BOOK REVIEW 

HOW TO DESIGN A MODEL RAILROAD by LANCE MINDHEIM (Review by Mike Arnold) 
In my modelling life there 
are two hobby icons I look 
up to for inspiration and, 
when it comes to publica-
tions, guidance.  Those 
two are Pelle Soeborg and 
Lance Mindheim. 

Lance has self-published 
before and I have all his 
books purchased through 
the Titfield Thunderbolt  
Bookshop (Simon Casten). 
His latest offering is pub-
lished by Kalmbach during 
lockdown last year. I had 
just come home from a 
local meeting where we 
were discussing our next 
steps to building g and 
designing some Freemo 
modules. I came across the 
title by chance - I was re-
searching material for a 
round robin e-mail to de-
tails sources members 
could look for themselves 
His Downtown Spur 
(Miami) is a great inspira-
tion to anyone who wants 
to model modestly but with prototypical accuracy. 

The book draws upon the many layouts he has built for his own enjoyment over the years - 
he is a professional layout designer and builder. That said it just adds to the quality of the 
coverage of the subject as there are too many so-called layout designers who think track-
work is one ink line wide!  Lance calls upon his years of experience to impart his thinking and 
expertise on layout design. He also uses some of his icons for inspiration, especially Tom 
Johnson’s HO scale Logansport and Indiana Northern RR. 

He tells you how to define what you are looking for (are you listening Andy?) and what space 

and constraints you have (doors, windows, waist measurement…).  

Lance looks at how the real railroads plan their track layouts: passing loops, run rounds. 
Trailing and facing spurs/sidings, grades, clearances etc.  One aspect that struck me particu-
larly was something called “negative space”, that is a part of the layout that has no track or 
industry. Coincidentally it was a subject in one of the weekly posts from MRH and using Mike 
Confalone’s layout (another of my icons) to illustrate. Make it interesting but real!  Do not 
give up on it but plan to make it part of the artwork that is your railroad. 

He takes you through different permutations of layout design styles, and finally how to plan 
the trackwork and then the scenery upon it. If you are ever going to build more modules or a 
new layout, this one is for you. If you are not likely to, the illustrations are gorgeous! $24.99 
or £13.99 from Amazon. Bargain! 
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Another three months have passed but at least we have had our Region Convention in Der-
by to entertain us. I also visited a great show in our neck of the woods at Uckfield the 
weekend before. I cannot recommend it highly enough with quality layouts throughout 
plus a good selection of trade stands. This hobby is about what inspires us - see my review 
of Lance Mindheim’s new book if you ever doubted I need or get inspiration from others. I 
do. 

I used to go to the annual Scaleforum for that very reason. OK it’s all British but there is 
more to our hobby than what is on the rails or the style of architecture. The techniques we 
all use are universal in any language so go explore other shows and browse the British hob-
by magazines, especially Model Railway Journal. WH Smiths carries it in most locations  - I 
dare you to get inspired. 

Derby was full of good quality layouts or modules within larger set ups. I love going round 
the Black Diamonds and Friends set up and looking at how they designed the trackwork 
and trackside detail. Your scale might be HO but never be so blinkered as to not look at 
what other scale modellers are doing (and vice versa by the way). I did buy some USA-
themed stuff this time. I could not resist one loco on Sophie’s stand, an Athearn Genesis 
ES44AC in a one-off livery with the BNSF (see photo). It is stunning….but I learned after I 
bought it that because it was dual fuel loco it ran with a special LPG tank! Oh well that’s 
another scratch-build job unless someone brings it out RTR. #5815 is posed on Ant Quin-

lan’s “Kamiak Falls” layout. 

 

I also succumbed and purchased a ScaleTrains autorack - I just had to have one! Plus a few 
extra freight cars from Sophie (not that I do not have enough). However one purchased as 
a bargain is serving a good cause - an attempt to win a Merit Award in the Achievement 
Program as I want to scratch-build a scrap gondola that I have seen in a series of videos. It 
cost just £7.50. That is what has taken up my time these past few weeks, apart from or-
ganising a Scottish beer tasting event here for  s St Andrew’s Day. 

The other thing I have been doing is planning  for our local group to join the ranks of the 
Freemo crowd. We have funds available and I have lots of lessons learned from developing 
the Essex Belt Lines. One key factor is storage and the ability to bring them together when 
needed. That we will address. The next is how many  boards, in what configurations? We 
will be investing in Grainge & Hodder for lightness and ease of construction. We will also 
use the whole project to showcase skills and share know-how. True hands-on clinics with a 
real output at the end. Not everyone can do everything and some are lacking skills but it is 
an opportunity to remedy that. We might serialise the whole experience in some articles 
for Roundhouse. I have obtained quotes for custom-made boards to NMRA specifications, 
i.e. 18 inches wide. I should have more to report next time.  

So we are approaching the Big Yo Ho Ho. Do trains feature on your wish list? I do have a 
railway book on the list so I hope to get that. I did however buy myself a Christmas present. 
Last week Dave Griffiths and I drove over to Sidcup to look up a couple of hobby shops in-
cluding Invicta Model Rail. On the way over I bemoaned the fact that I had missed getting 
an Athearn Genesis SD90MAC-H in UP colours and would have to wait for another run as it 
was sold out everywhere, including Invicta (their website confirmed it was sold out!). How-
ever, surprise, surprise there in their display case was the very “sold out” loco. Apparently it 
was a pre-order and the customer never came in for it. One happy bunny! It is in any event 
well worth a visit as they have way more than their website lists. 

Will you get some modelling done over 
this season that is supposed to be when 
we do have more time for the hobby? 
Season’s Greetings to you all 

Mike Arnold 
20 December 2021 

 

Photo: Ex-LMS brake van on goods train being 
gravity shunted back into Boscarne Junction 
past Dunmere Junction 1967 (Roger Winnen) 
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YOUTUBE VIDEO SUGGESTIONS (For those dark nights!) 

© 2021 Tunnelmotor Press. Nothing contained in this newsletter shall be copied, duplicated or oth-
erwise sold without the express permission of the Management, Tunnelmotor Press (the publisher) 
or the relevant author, if named. The views expressed herein are those of the relevant author and 
do not necessarily accord with any official views of the NMRA.  

Above left: Operating Session on the ATSF Hereford Sub  https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=KyxzX6L9XSY 

Left: Tom Miller’s F DRGW/RGS scale layout: https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=GCTPHbjpPcs 

Above: Tom  Miller’s ride on railroad https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_VdCrHztInA  

This is a realtor’s promotional video as the whole estate was put up for sale. 

The last two I visited in 2015 during the Portland National Convention and my mind was 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KyxzX6L9XSY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KyxzX6L9XSY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GCTPHbjpPcs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GCTPHbjpPcs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_VdCrHztInA

