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This weekend should have been Western Union's monthly meeting, but hope is on the 
horizon, we plan to restart meetings with the June one, at which there should be no 
restrictions on numbers. 

Once confirmed I will send out a list of this years meetings, they are normally on the third 
Saturday of the month.

Several division members have not renewed their membership this year, I'm sure you have 
good reasons, but I am sending this newsletters to those in the hope they will change their 
minds. If cost was part of the decision, have you considered the new Bronze level of 
membership at £29?

After one of the Saturday brew and natter meetings where getting your Golden Spike award 
was discussed, I looked into it and realised I had all the required items on my 11th Avenue 
module, no work was needed except for filling the form and taking some photos, which I did 
and sent the form and details of my work to the British Region AP team, they were very 
helpful. So if you are considering going for an award please do and contact Jonathan Small, 
Mick Moignard or Keith Webb for any advice or help.

There is an online meeting in May for the Division Representatives, we will be discussing 
local meetings and events along with ways to keep in contact with you and distribute 
information. If you have any views or ideas please contact me so I can put those forward. 

You may well know that Gordy Robinson has been voted as NMRA President. Gordy is one 
of our British Region members and lives on Orkney. He has many new ideas that he hopes to 
improve the NMRA with and was part of the group who got NMRA X going.

If you are considering joining in with the modular group and building a module, please 
contact me for the details and standards we use. You do not need to bring a module to join in 
our activities.

A module can be any length and does not need to be straight, more than 16' can be difficult to 
fit in, even a short 2' module can be used. The ends are 18” wide, but between them there is 
no restriction. Modules need to be self supporting and comply with our wiring and track 
standards.
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As no one has sent me anything to put in the
newsletter I'll add one of my latest small
projects, weathering, or more accurately more
weathering a freight car.

The car started as slightly weathered, but this is
an old car for my era so I wanted to age it some
more.

 

First was the roof, I stippled on light rust 
followed by darker rust, photos of these 
cars show rust on the edge of the roof (I 
always follow photos of actual cars). I also 
added some rust on the doors and tracks.

These cars are not that rusty even after
several decades, mainly dirty and faded. I
faded it first with white acrylic washes,
especially on the black FGE and Solid Gold
lettering.

I then ran dirty brown acrylic washes down
the sides and ends, picking out vertical and
horizontal lines.

I had already painted the wheels and
trucks before, but did add some rust
coloured Pan pastels on the springs
and some light grey for brake dust

The finished car sitting on the layout
ready to be put into service.

Contact: Mike Ruby, 17 Coombe Way, Kings Tamerton, Plymouth , PL 5 2HA Tel 01752 369068, 
mike.ruby@talktalk.net

If you do not want to receive the newsletter please let me know (contact details below) and I will take you off the list.


