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1. Region Overview  
 

Membership 
 
The geographic area of the NMRA British Region includes the United 
Kingdom (England, Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland), its 
dependent islands and the Republic of Ireland, 
 
NMRA British Region membership figures on the 22nd January 2020 
 
NMRA Members in UK/Eire                                                 475 
 
NMRA Members in UK/Eire subscribing to Roundhouse          430 
 
NMRA Members in UK/Eire not subscribing to Roundhouse      45    
 
Other NMRA Members subscribing to Roundhouse                    3                     
  
Total Members subscribing to Roundhouse                           437 
 
Subscriptions to NMRA Magazine (excl. Life Members)            72 
 
Subscriptions to NMRA Magazine (Life Members)                    28 
 
Total Members subscribing to NMRA Magazine                      100 
 
Please note that membership numbers are in a constant state of flux, 
with either members renewing late or not renewing and new members 
joining, so the numbers are only accurate at the time of producing a 
member count. 
 
NMRA British Region members include 30 Life Members and 7 members 
to whom British Region has awarded “Freedom of Region” for 
outstanding services to British Region (they are not required to pay any 
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dues and have free entry to all Region events-Region pays their dues to 
National). 
The NMRA British Region BoD is committed to ensuring that the Region is 
maintained on a sound financial footing. Our three main sources of 
expenditure are as follows. 1. The publication and distribution costs of 
Roundhouse, 2. The cost of the Mobile App, 3. The funds sent to National 
each year. At our AGM held last September in Aberdeen, it was agreed 
that it was imperative that a range of membership options be put in 
place to address our declining income. The BoD is optimistic that the 
membership in general will understand and accept the new funding 
structure and renew their membership at the level appropriate to each 
individual member. However, the BoD is already aware that there will be 
resistance from some members who will decline to renew their 
membership and renewal uptake will be closely monitored. 
 
The renewal process remains an issue. This year we have put in place a 
new process where members will receive an email about a month before 
their membership is due to expire inviting them to log in and renew 
online. Members who are not online will receive a letter inviting them to 
renew. 
 
The Treasurer and the Registrar have been working closely together to 
ensure our records are accurate and up to date. This is an ongoing 
process. In addition, myself and my vice president have made efforts to 
contact former members who have not renewed to consider re-joining 
and establishing why they have chosen not to renew. 
 
Events 
 
For the first time, our annual Convention was held in Aberdeen, Scotland 
over the weekend on the 27th to 29th September 2019 and what a 
success it turned out to be. 62 members registered for the weekend and 
a further 11 members registered on the Saturday. The Convention was 
well supported by a variety of traders and a good selection of layouts in 
a variety of scales. A number of clinics were held over the weekend, but 
the highlight was the clinic on the Friday evening, a live interactive 
presentation from Canada by Ralph Renzetti, “Workbench to mainline-
weathering A to Z”. 
 
There has been a decline in recent years of the number of Region Meets 
held during the year. However, we held a very successful Winter Meet at 
Benson in Oxfordshire on Sunday 2nd February 2020. 101 members and 
50 non-members signed in and the meet was a great success. A number 
of traders also attended and they have been consistent supporters of the 
Region. The NMRA BR had a stand at the Warley Model Railway 
exhibition, held at one of the UK’s premier exhibition venues, the 
National Exhibition Centre, NEC in Birmingham, over the weekend of the 
23rd 24th November 2019 where a number of new members joined and 
existing members discussed current BR issues. The NMRA BR will be 
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represented at London’s premier show to be held at Alexandra Palace 
over the weekend on the 21st and 22nd March 2020. 
 
We have many active groups around the country who organise events on 
a local level on a weekly or monthly basis, including meetings hosted in 
members’ homes. Over the last few years, there has been a steady rise 
in the popularity of HO Freemo and N gauge and weekend gatherings are 
organised at different venues around the country. 
 
Publications And Informing The Membership 
 
The British Region produces a bi-monthly magazine, “Roundhouse” six 
times a year. The current editor/publisher, Peter Bowen, took over the 
role in 2017 and he dedicates and prides himself on the quality and 
variety of articles published. Each issue takes about 50 hours to produce. 
It is produced in both a hard copy version and it can be read 
electronically both through the NMRA BR app and the NMRA BR website. 
We are currently seeking a member to take on the role of editing and 
publishing BRe-news which has ceased for the time being. 
 
The Way Forward 
 
The BR BoD continue to liaise with the organising committee for the 
National Convention to be held in the United Kingdom in 2022. Financial 
support has been requested and provided and costs and a budget 
agreed. 
 
The BoD is discussing and looking at ways to encourage local group 
representatives to contact members in their area to take part in local 
activities who do not already do so. When a new member joins the NMRA 
they receive a welcome letter written by me and it is up to the local 
representative to contact that person, introduce themselves and make 
them feel welcome and take part in local activities if they have indicated 
that they want contact to be made. 
 
The new Vice president, Jonathan Small, is very keen, with the full 
backing of the BoD, to promote and encourage members to take part in 
the Achievement Programme. This is in its early stages and will be 
developed in due course. This and other planned developments will be 
reported to you at the appropriate time. 
 
1st March 2020 
 
 
Charles Hendy 
President NMRA British Region 

 


