
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the British Region, NMRA, held at the Derby 
Conference Centre, Derby at 4.45 PM on Saturday, 27th October 2018. 
  
David McLaughlin the President of the NMRA British Region opened the meeting by 
commenting that we had no real succession plan, which he considered a pity. 
  
Members Present were David McLaughlin (President), Charles Hendy (Vice President), Peter 
Bowen (Membership Director), Chris James (Treasurer), Peter Lloyd-Jones (Secretary), David 
Ammon, Mike Arnold, Vernor Bates, E Belshaw, Nike Cox, Alan Crooks, Peter Everitt, Rai 
Fenton, John Firth, Tony Garth, John Granger, Paul Harman, Mike Hughes,Jeoff Latham, 
Kathy Millatt, David Minnion, Derek Murphy, Antony Quinlan, Gordon Robinson, 
JohnathanSmal, LindaTinker, Michael Towers, Robin Whiteheapp, Tom Watson, Tom 
Winlow, Terry Wynne. 
  
Apologies; Linsey Bear, David Brown, Mike Lenz, Alen Sewell, Steve Scott, Tom Stafford, 
Robin Swan, Rob Tinker 
  
The Minutes of the last Meeting have been posted on the British Region App,  and set out 
on the adjacent table. Proposed by Chris James and seconded by Vermon Bates. 
  
The President’s report is displayed on the side table and will be published on the Web. The 
President went on to quote some paragraphs from his report to the Regional Advisory 
Council (RAC). He highlighted the fact of the problem retention of members, and also the 
importance of attracting new members, which has fallen off, probably because Mike Hughes 
is no longer Marketing Coordinator. He also praised Kathy Millatt's participation in the Great 
Train Show, but was upset that the production schedule stopped us entering a team. He 
concluded by saying he enjoyed his time as President. 
  
The Treasurer reported that a copy of the accounts is on display and stated that a small 
surplus of £313 was made in 2017, and subs were increased by a pound to cover the change 
in the exchange rate. There was an additional £1000, income from sale of a members 
estate. (Details of how this can be arranged is included in the directory and on the Web 
Site.) Another surplus came from the last Convention. Arden Exhibition fund money is also 
available for putting on shows or building an exhibition layout. 2018, has not been such a 
good year, with a possible 2K deficit but there is no need to raise subscriptions at the 
moment . He concluded by thanking Alan Sewell the Independent Examiner for his help in 
preparing the accounts. 
  
Proposed Kathy Seconded Rai Fenton 
  
Kathy Millatt had earlier presented a clinic on the progress of the 2022 National Convention 
but gave us a brief update. Many details can be found on their Web Site. 
www.nmra2022uk.org There will be a need for volunteers to show people around, 
particularly those not particularity railway oriented. A stand is being organised for US 
Conventions and volunteers to help out there would be gladly accepted. 
  



The Secretary stated that Divisional, Subdivision, Group Reports and other Officers Reports 
can be found on the Website where applicable. 
  
The President Announced the following Certificates of Appreciation Awards 
 
Mike Arnold - for taking on the role of Atlantic District Director 
 
Eric Belshaw – for taking on the role of NMRA BR Librarian 
 
Benson Group – for promoting the NMRA BR and North American model railroading through 
the annual Benson Winter Meet and their generosity to new NMRA BR groups 
 
Peter Bowen – for his continuing work as Membership Director 
 
Alan Crookes - for his work through the year (and past years) as an envoy at shows 
 
Steve Dennison & the Black Diamonds group – for preparing & hosting the NMRA (BR) 2015, 
2017 & 2018 Derby Conventions 
 
Mike Dobson – for his article ‘Columbia & Western’ in July 2018 ‘Continental Modeller’ 
introduced in ‘Continental Modeller’ in May 2018 
 
Rai Fenton – for his continuing work as NMRA BR Ballot Chairman and for his advice on the 
Constitution and the 2019 Atlantic District Election process 
 
Koos Focken – for his on-going work as Web Site Administrator and Forum Moderator 
 
Geoff Ford - for his work through the year (and past years) as an envoy at shows 
 
Ron Gager - for his work through the year (and past years) as an envoy at shows 
 
Steve Hales – for his article ‘New Jersey Camelbacks’ in January 2018 ‘Continental Modeller’ 
 
Dean Halls – for his work in editing and producing BRe-news 
 
Robert Henworth – for promoting Freemo and recruiting new members 
 
Chris Hopper – for his article ‘Twigg Street Yard’ in June 2018 ‘Continental Modeller’ 
  
James Lucas – for taking on the role of Renewals Officer 
 
Richard Maxwell - for all is work in selling members’ brass rolling stock at no profit to 
himself 
 
Kathy Millatt – for her many web casts promoting North American model railroading 
alongside detailed how-to modelling techniques and for her role in promoting model 
railroading through her role as Judge in Channel 5’s ‘Great Model Railway Challenge’ 



 
Mick Moignard – for his work as NMRA BR Achievement Program Assistant 
 
Nick Prior – for promoting the NMRA BR and North American model railroading through his 
superb exhibitions at High Wycombe 
 
Ant Quinlan – for his past excellent service as NMRA BR Secretary 
 
Kevin Rayworth – for his article ‘Tuscarora Transformed’ in March 2018 ‘Continental 
Modeller’ 
 
Martyn Read – for promoting the NMRA BR and North American model railroading through 
Freemo 
 
Gordy Robinson – for his excellent podcasts promoting the NMRA BR which have introduced 
new voices and links to superb North American model railroading; for his energy in 
promoting the Scottish Division of the NMRA BR; and, for preparing and promoting the 2019 
NMRA BR Aberdeen Convention 
 
Steve Scott - for all his work on the Directory and years of support to the Region 
 
Alan Sewell - for his work as Independent Examiner 
 
Ted Smale – for his many years of supporting NMRA BR Conventions and Events through his 
presence as DCC specialists Sunningwell Command Control Ltd 
 
Jonathan Small – for taking on the role of Exhibition Layout Registry Co-ordinator 
 
Ken Smith - for promoting the NMRA BR and North American model railroading through his 
exhibition layout ‘Wyandotte’ – awarded the ‘best in show’ scenery award in May 2018 at 
the Thornbury, Gloucestershire train show 
 
Dan Spalding – for promoting the NMRA BR and North American model railroading through 
Freemo 
 
Bob Taylor - for promoting the NMRA BR and North American model railroading through his 
superb Bristol O gauge exhibitions 
 
Geoff Tiller – for promoting the NMRA BR and North American model railroading through 
Freemo 
 
Linda and Rob Tinker – for supporting NMRA BR Conventions, Events and Roundhouse 
through their presence as Linda Tinker Railway Books 
 
Peter Tobutt - for his generous gift in honour of Martin Boyask - this is representative of the 
spirit of friendship within the NMRA BR 
 



Michael Towers – for sharing his T gauge 1:450 Stratfield layout in a guitar case at the 2018 
Derby Convention 
 
Mike Tricker – for promoting North American model railroading through his photographs 
and articles of his superb model railroad in ‘Model Railroader’ 
 
Paul V Voelker – for his support of the NMRA BR through both his ‘NMRA Turntable’ e news 
letter and his transatlantic attendance of NMRA BR Conventions 
 
Carol Webb – for her work as the 2019 Atlantic District Committee Chair 
 
Keith Webb – for his continuing work as Chair of the NMRA BR Achievement Program 
 
Terry Wynne and the Calder Northern Group - for organising the Crewe Meet 
 
The Golden Spike Award is awarded to Peter Bowen for his outstanding service to the 
NMRA British Region in the creation of the new look ‘Roundhouse’ magazine. 
 
The NMRA President’s Award for Service to the Division is awarded to Tom Winlow. My 
opening paragraphs nominating Tom Winlow are set out below. 
  
‘I am honored to nominate NMRA British Region member Tom Winlow for “The NMRA 
President’s Award for Service to the Division.” 
  
‘Tom Winlow has done, and continues to do, outstanding, “beyond-the-call-of-duty” work 
to make both his local Division and the NMRA British Region effective, engaging, and 
welcoming to members through his exceptional work in preparing and promoting HO 
Freemo specifications and Freemo events.  
  
‘Tom Winlow joined the NMRA at the NMRA British Region Kegworth Convention in 1987. 
Tom was NMRA British Region Vice President 1993 and 1994; NMRA British Region 
President 1995 and 1996; and, Past President/Meets Officer 1997/1998. Tom was NMRA 
British Region President during 1995, which covered the 50th anniversary of the 
establishment of the Region and helped organise the Golden Anniversary Convention.’ 
  
Appointment of Officers 
  
Dean Halls BRe news has stood down. 
There is currently no Contest Chairman (but see below). 
Independent Examiner Allen Sewell Proposed Chris James, Seconded David Ammon 
Ballot Chairman Rai Fenton Proposed David McLaughlin Seconded Terry Wynne 
  
Contests at The Conventions. After discussion it was agreed, by a show of hands, that the 
contests are really no longer needed as we have a very active Achievement Program. 
  
All reports will be displayed on the Regional Web Site. 
 



The next AGM of the NMRA British Region will be held at the September 2019 Annual 
Convention in Aberdeen. 
  
P A Lloyd-Jones 
Secretary 
01/11/2018 


