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1. Introduction 

1.1 In the previous version of this note, importance was placed on the 
composition of the relevant group in order to define their different forms.  The 
purpose in defining groups was to identify what level of benefits any group 
might be entitled to, such as Region Grants, for example.  The style used in 
that note became too cumbersome and not fit for purpose as more types of 
groups were added.   

1.2 Therefore this Guidance Note no longer defines different groups per se, but 
rather concentrates on the various benefits that are available, some of which 
are dependent upon certain conditions being satisfied.  For example, any 
monetary benefits that Region might be able to offer any group will be 
dependent upon the level of NMRA membership and any other conditions.  
There are separate Guidance Notes on some benefits available (see 
Guidance Notes #1 , #3 and #3A on grants, financial support and other 
funding etc ) and the conditions that will apply to them. 

1.3 This Guidance Note also offers at Section 5 below some recommended 
practices gained from past experience. 

2. Background 

2.1 NMRA British Region has since 1993 been organised into 13 different 
Divisions.  In accordance with NMRA Regulations any member resident within 
the defined boundaries of a Division is automatically a member of that 
Division and a Division is not allowed by NMRA Regulations to charge 
additional dues.  As a result, Divisions are rarely particularly useful as 
providing natural areas for the formation of a group when local communication 
links and the need to charge dues to cover expenses of, for example, a hired 
room are taken into account. 

2.2 NMRA British Region accordingly encourages the setting up of local groups 
not constrained by Divisional boundaries as a means of bringing together 
members of the hobby sharing common interests.  A Division may thus 
include many groups and, furthermore, a group might draw members from 
more than one Division. 

2.3 Groups may be based in a local geographic area which meet regularly, or 
may be a “virtual group” such as a Special Interest Group (SIG) which shares 
a particular interest in a specific topic related to the hobby. 

2.4 The objective is to give recognition and publicity to active groups of NMRA 
members within British Region, to encourage more member participation in 
those groups and the creation of more active groups across the Region.   
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3. Definitions and Registration 

3.1. A Recognised Group for these purposes means any group consisting 
principally of NMRA members resident within the British Region.  Such a 
group may also include NMRA members resident in other Regions and non-
NMRA members.  It includes any group, including any SIG, already listed in 
the latest Members’ Annual Directory together with any groups recognised as 
such from time to time by the Board of Directors (“BOD”) in accordance with 
paragraph 3.2 below.   

3.2 Any group seeking the status of a Recognised Group shall apply in writing to 
the Region Secretary setting out details of the potential membership, its 
location/specialism and planned activities.  The BOD, after due consideration 
of an application for Recognised Group status, shall notify their decision to the 
Group in writing through the offices of the Secretary, and shall inform the 
membership at large including a notice in Roundhouse.   If an application is 
declined, the Group shall be advised of the reason(s) in writing. 

3.3 To continue as a Recognised Group, the Group must provide the BOD, upon 
request by the Region Secretary, with an annual report on its activities etc for 
inclusion in the overall report to members at the Region’s Annual General 
Meeting. 

3.4 Any Recognised Group will be expected to carry due recognition of the NMRA 
on any website they have for their activities.  Such website should include 
links to NMRA British Region and NMRA Inc (“National”) websites.   

4 Benefits 

4.1 The Recognised Group shall be entitled to: 

 be listed in the Members’ Annual Directory and ‘Division Diary’ of 
Roundhouse; and  

 receive due publicity in Roundhouse, BRe-News, the NMRA British 
Region website or other media sponsored by the NMRA for any events 
being staged by the Group. 

4.2 However, the following additional benefits of a monetary or financial nature  
shall only be available to those Recognised Groups that satisfy the criteria in 
paragraph 4.3 below (along with any other conditions attaching to the 
particular benefit – see the relevant separate Guidance Note, where 
applicable, for details): 

 participate in any insurance cover arranged and financed in whole or 
part by NMRA British Region (subject to any conditions imposed from 
time to time by the BOD and third parties such as brokers, agents or 
insurers) for any event organised by the Recognised Group (see 
Guidance Note #4). [Note: all insurance for a Region Meet or Region 
Convention is automatically paid for by NMRA British Region]; 

 participate in any insurance cover arranged by NMRA British Region 
(subject to any conditions imposed from time to time by the BOD and 
third parties such as brokers, agents or insurers) under the discounted 
arrangements with Magnet (or successors) for members of the 
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Chiltern Model Railway Association of which British Region is a 
member for the Clubroom Scheme of insurance for the assets and 
liability of the group/club; 

 participate in any profit derived from hosting and organising any 
Region event such as a Region Meet or Region Convention; and 

 be eligible to apply for any grant from NMRA British Region towards 
the costs of constructing layouts, modules etc (see Guidance Note #1) 
or other financial assistance towards the staging of events at which 
the NMRA is promoted (see Guidance Note #3A for further details). 

4.3 In order to apply for the additional benefits in paragraph 4.2 above, the 
Recognised Group must satisfy the following conditions, or such lesser 
conditions as the BOD may permit on a case by case basis: 

 It is formed of at least 5 fully paid up NMRA members who either meet 
on a regular basis within the geographical area of the British Region or 
are members of a British Region SIG; 

 It has at least 80% of its membership comprised of paid up NMRA 
members; 

 The majority of its officeholders, if any, shall be NMRA members; 

 It encourages NMRA membership at all times; and 

 It is open for membership to NMRA members. 
 

5. Recommended Practices for Recognised Groups 

5.1 It is recommended that the following be considered by all Recognised Groups 
and implemented where practicable and desirable. 

5.2 Recognised Groups should have a constitution or similar, that sets out the 
obligations of the group in question and its members, what its objectives are 
and what happens to any assets of the group if it is dissolved or members 
leave.  This can avoid at best unnecessary wrangling and disharmony and at 
worst undesirable legal arguments. 

5.3 Recognised Groups should have officeholders so that a bank account can be 
opened (some banks may require a constitution also) and identifies those who 
have authority to act on behalf of the group. 

5.4 Insurance cover for the group’s activities and ultimately assets should be 
explored – see Guidance Note #4.  Hall hire conditions should be obtained 
and reviewed to check for any liabilities attaching to, or 
requirements/expectations that insurance cover will be obtained by, the user 
group. 

5.5. Consider circulating a newsletter to members, to ensure they remain 
connected in the interval between meetings and other events. 



NMRA BR Guidance Note #2 

Revised January 2016 

5.6 Consider introducing a differential in any subscriptions for being a member of 
the group to positively incentivise NMRA membership. 

5.7 Explore all avenues for advertising the dates of meets and events that the 
group is organising; keep the editors of Roundhouse and BRe-news informed 
of what you are doing.  Consider populating a page of the Region website 
with details of your group, who to contact and what is on where and when. 


